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ASAP Coalition Meeting  

January 25, 2011

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Attendance

Chrissie Parris, ASAP




Art Roward, Paso Sheriff’s 0ffice
Tracey Kaly, Baycare Behavioral Health

JoAnn Chambers, Poison Control

Mike Shoemaker, Dept of Juvenile Justice

Phil Cohen, Public Defenders Office

Kelly Hatheway, Healthy Start Coalition of Pasco
Chris Wittman, Trinity Pain Center


Sally Jamiel, Parent




Nicole Dee, WTOG-TW-CW44

Rick Hess, Pasco Kids First



Paula Green, YFA

Lisa Sloan, PC Dept. of Health


Molly Blair, PC School Board


Debbie Antioco, Baycare Behavioral Health

Lethicica Roberts, PC Health Dept. 

Lisa Kern, PC School Board (Cindy Stephens for Lisa Kern)

Julie Follman, Cox Media

MINUTES

Tracey Kaly, Coalition Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m., welcoming all in attendance. Minutes from the October 26, 2010 A.S.A.P. were reviewed.  One correction noted under “New Business”, Lisa Sloan indicated she was not the one who discussed Poison Control receiving phone calls on the K2 Drug.  Sue Carrigan motioned to approve minutes, with correction; Lisa Sloan seconded the motion.

Strategic Planning:

Chrissie Parris discussed expansion of the A.S.A. P. Board.  The Nomination Committee convened and submitted the 2011-2013 Officer and Board Member Ballot, as follows:  Chairperson:  Tracey Kaly; Vice Chairperson; Art Rowand; Secretary: Paula Green; Treasurer: Debbie Antioco; Board Members at Large:  Phil Cohen and Chris Wittman; Lisa Sloan called to vote; all ballot nominees approved.

Assessment/Evaluation Committee:

Kathy Moore presented but at a later time than on agenda.  She shared that she has been working on extrapolating information to separate out Pasco from Pasco/Pinellas Medical Examiner Statistics.  By the February Meeting she will have a draft of the 2010 Indicator Report  for A.S.A.P to review.  The results from the survey passed out in the fall will be included in the report.  Kathy shared with members that much of what will be in the report will be useful/helpful in supporting presentations, grant applications, etc.  Chrissie added that the data is showing Pasco to be experiencing significant problems relating to prescription drugs.  Tracey encouraged all members to continue to share any and all information or statistics, etc. that they know.  Brief discussion ensued regarding substance use/abuse in relation to DCF related cases, welfare, removals, etc.

Chrissie shared that information from the most recent Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey (FYSAS) Pasco County Results.  The data shows alcohol, marijuana and cigarettes continuing to be the three most commonly used chemicals amongst school aged youth.  New category added to survey:  “Usual source” and “Where did you drink?” Statewide, there does not seem to be improvements being made in reducing marijuana use.  Inhalant use is up, especially in middle schools; depressant use has decreased; prescription pain medication use is down in middle schools, up in high schools.  More detailed information can be found on the A.S.A.P. website.

JoAnn Chambers, with Poison Control, distributed information concerning and discussed the recent “Bath salt” cases.  She shared a story of a recent case where the user experience numerous negative physical and mental consequences following use of this drug; the affects of which lasted several days.  Symptoms can include difficulty breathing, hallucinations, agitation, coughing, choking and more.  Exact makeup can vary but most often “Bath salts” contain a synthetic stimulant.  It falls in the amphetamine class chemical makeup.  JoAnn shared that the majority of the symptomatic information they have on this chemical comes from phone calls to Poison Control.  She shared that Pasco County has had four cases related to “Bath salts” between August 2010 and January 2011.

Prescription Drug Abuse Committee:
Chris Wittman PA-C, discussed the lack of regulation surrounding prescription drug use, he shared that there is nothing in the current laws/restrictions requiring people who are on chronic pain med’s to be assessed via psychological evaluation, which could add invaluable insight.  He suggested we encourage our area State Representative (Mike Fasano) to bring this issue to the legislature. Dr. Wittman also passed out a draft “Notice.”  It is a notice that, ideally, would be posted in Doctors offices as well as at pharmacies to prevent doctor shopping.  He asked for members to look it over for future feedback.

Chris shared an interesting statistic:  only approximately twenty percent of physicians have had training re: chronic pain relief and recognizing drug diversion.  Chris passed out a second sheet that could be used by doctors when prescribing a controlled substance; this could act as a wonderful opportunity to bring the issue of use and potential abuse up front and center.  If doctors share this one page with patients this might be their only (or first) chance for educational and early discussion.

The Prescription Drug Abuse Committee meets next on January 28, 2011, from 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Regency Park Library.  Outcome will be shared at the February A.S.A.P. Meeting.

Sally Jamiel attended a recent Candlelight Vigil sponsored by CASAP, (Community Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention) a small, local group who occasionally participates in the A.S.A.P.   Sally indicated she felt it was a very compassionate vigil and their message was strong:  “Friends don’t let friends die.”  A memory wall was setup honoring those who have died from drug overdose.

Preventing Alcohol Abuse Committee

Corporal Wilkett and Sergeant Roward shared information is being gathered via DUI arrests asking the question “Where did you have your last drink?”  Specific Information from the Compliance Checks was in the January 2011 newsletter.

Corporal Wilkett shared that over two thousand pounds of medication was taken in last year during the Prescription Drop Offs.  The next “County take back” will be held at Wiregrass and Gulfview Square Mall from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on March 19, 2011.

Art and Chrissie shared that on March 8, 2011, they will be providing a “Parents who host, lost the most” presentation at Wiregrass High School.  It is being held in cooperation with the PTA.  Alcohol Environmental Scan:  Tabled.

Marketing Committee:

Nicole Dee re-capped the past year events re:  marketing:  Public Service Announcements ran for approximately two months for Pasco County Residents.  The P.S.A.’s coupled with the billboards re:  drinking and driving, sponsored by A.S.A.P., seemed to correlate to an increase in hits to the A.S.A.P. website.  The marketing plan continues to be to get the word out re:  substance use and abuse issues and consequences.  Looking ahead includes probable participation in a prescription drug abuse media campaign at the regional level.  Next marketing committee meeting:  Friday, February 4, 2011.

New Business:

Paula shared that Youth and Family Alternatives, Inc. intends on and has submitted a proposal to provide the “Be the Wall” Campaign in Pasco County, upon approval from the Central Florida Behavioral Health Network and Department of Children and Families.

A new Prevention Partnership Coordinator has been hired:  Jordan Cheek, replacing Krystal Garmon.  Jordan will be at the February A.S.A.P meeting.  Lisa Sloan indicated she is working on a video loop, primarily targeting health department clients with various issues.  This will offer access to available services and help lead to more efficiently  finding services sought.

Partnership for Tobacco Free Pasco was presented at the most recent legislature meeting. 

Corporal Wilkett shared that they are working on a video at the Sheriff’s Office re:  prescription drug use/abuse.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.     Next meeting: February 22, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.
